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To Our New Subscribers 

To our many new subscribers 
may we repeat how the material 
for Between the Lines is gathered. 
We take the important private un- 
censored news services, study im- 
portant financial and business re- 
ports, watch the leading labor pa- 
pers to get their side of the story, 
maintain friendly contacts with a 
dozen or more newsmen circulating 
over the globe who can never write 
all they know, and keep in touch 
with keen, Christian personalities 
in Washington who act as listening 
posts. 

You haven’t time to do all this, 
so we do it for you and give you a 
condensed authentic report of 5,000 
or so words every two weeks for 
$1.00 a year. No wonder our cir- 
culation is growing so fast! 











Criticism for Victory 

What are the facts behind the pro- 
longed debates over the question of a 
unified command, not only for the United 
Nations but for the American armed 
forces as well? 

The plain truth is that instead of an 
efficient unified authority standing over 
any given problem of strategy and action, 
there are confusing divisions of author- 
ity, and those divisions are often beset 
by disasterous rivalries between branches 
of service and personal jealousies that 
block initiative and stifle action. Every 
person in Washington connected with the 
War Department knows this is true. In 
spite of the fact that we have the bravest 
and best-equipped fighting force in the 
world, and ample skilled leadership and 
material, we are to a far too great ex- 
tent still tragically handicapped by this 
antiquated method of organization. We 
are not going “too far” in saying this 


for many of America’s leading column-~ 


ists have spoken of it, often accompany- 
ing their statements with _ specific 
charges. For instance, it is well known 
that the inexcusable failure of American 
arms at Pearl Harbor was largely due to 
this factor in our defense forces. 

And right now in the Pacific this dis- 
unity is creating unnecessary handicaps. 
General MacArthur is in supreme com- 
mand of all action in the “Southwest Pa- 
cific area”, 4nd Vice Admiral Robert L. 
Ghormléey3é Supreme Commander in the 
“South Pacific area.” Thus we have a 
picture of an army man and a navy man 
dividing up a part of the globe where 
neither the army nor the navy could 
operate successfully and efficiently with- 
out the assistance and cooperation of the 
other. As one correspondent with the 
armed forces in Australia, writing to the 
New York Times, was bold enough to put 
it, “It is not merely a question of per- 


(Continued on next page) 


Victory versus Booze 


American boys are being court martialed in almost every part of the world for 
crimes committed while intoxicated by liquor shipped to them in cargo vessels 
that left desperately needed munitions waiting on the docks. And we have some 
startling information for you of plans now being hatched by “The Conference of 
Alcoholic Beverage Industries” of New York City. 

As we write this paragraph, deliberate and diabolical plans are under way to 
sabotage the strong dry communities throughout the country. A carefully pre- 
pared advertising campaign is being mapped out and financed by the millions 
of Alcoholic Beverage Industries and directed particularly to towns of 50,000 or 
less population in those states “where local option is a most immediate problem 
and where prohibition sentiment is largely centered.” (This quotation is from a 
statement by the public relations director of the Conference of Alcoholic Beverage 
Industries.) 

_If yours is such a community (and Between the Lines goes to many such sec- 
tions) beware of this campaign. It is intended to break down the strongholds of 
prohibition sentiment at a time when the first concern of our people is focussed 
on the war. The campaign will use paid advertising space along with publicity 
releases that will appear insidiously as news in the daily press. It will be clever 

. the work of a skillful advertising agency. Watch out for high-sounding 
phrases extolling this “self-respecting industry,” as it calls itself, and explaining 
why it is to the national good to throw open the liquor traffic. 

The campaign will make a lot of comparisons between open sales of liquor and 
the ways of bootleggers and rum-runners. It will sound very convincing and 
would be convincing if it weren’t for the actual hospital figures as to the decrease 
of alcoholic patients during the prohibition era despite its inadequate enforcement. 
The liquor interests have already started a smear campaign in the papers against 
prohibition leaders . . . there’ll be more of that, too. 

The campaign of ads and news releases will begin this fall with concentration 
first on the following states: Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Tennessee, Texas and Vermont. Christians and Christian 
organizations should be on the alert to protest to local editors at the first appear- 
ance of these dangerous news stories and advertisements. 


China Backs Gandhi 


Did you know that the Chinese government under Chiang Kai-shek (the Yuan 
of Chungking) voted to support and endorse India’s demands for prompt freedom 
and issued statements to the world asking that the United Nations change their 
attitude toward all Asiatics and toward India in particular? 

You probably didn’t because this dispatch of international importance was sup- 
pressed by desperate measures of British censorship wherever its control was 
spread and, what is more shameful, it was suppressed almost as completely in the 


American press. The New York Times refused to obey the censorship clamp- 
down sufficiently to print a brief story on August 11th, but it too yielded to 
pressure to the extent of burying the story under a misleading head. Elsewhere 
this - cna and significant news was almost completely censored and 
ignored. 

A few scattered editors in America have had the courage to break through and 
have expressed their resentment but the clamp is still on good and tight. The 
situation is a travesty on truth and democracy. Without question the solution of 
India’s independence should be dn issue second to winning the war, but it is also 
a question inseparably wrapped up with winning the war and America’s rela- 
tionship with Russia, China and the rest of Asia today and in the perilous future. 

For years Russia has been stirring up India against imperialism and now 
China has publicly joined Russia and India against England and America. How 
can there be a united front of “United Nations” while this situation remains un- 
determined? And for American officials to allow the American people to be 
blinded to the evolution of such trends in Asia is as dangerous and stupid as it 
is undemocratic. 

We are not alone on this. The Christian Century, Protestant America’s most 
important religious publication, is following the same sentiment of protest. Fur- 
thermore, an organization of many of America’s most distinguished citizens has 
been formed to push a correction of this vast-scale misrepresentation of truth .. . 
this organization is called THE POST WAR WORLD COUNCIL, 112 East 19th St., New 
York City, and includes such individuals as Oswald G. Villard, former editor of 
the New York Post, The Nation, etc.; Pearl Buck, famous author; Stuart Chase 
noted economist; Mary Hillyer; Arthur Garfield Hayes and many others of note. 
Their bulletin on India presents this statement signed by Pearl Buck: 

“It is high time that we in the United States understand the reasons for the 
present situation in India in order that we may help to bring the full power of 
India to aid in the cause of democracy. Especially we ought to repudiate the 


(Continued on next page) 
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Homemakers and the War Effort 


Effective protests are being voiced by Catholic officials and 
leaders over the increasing clamor for women in war work out- 
side their homes. This protest has been so united, so forcefully 
registered that it has made some of the war planning groups in 
Washington pretty uncomfortable. What makes Catholic pro- 
tests on this question really sting is the basic good sense of many 
of their claims. They point out that women should not be lured 
out of their homes for war work as long as there are many men 
as yet unused, remarking that “our man power is adequate in 
brain and brawn, skill and numbers to defeat the enemy.” They 
say further that taking women away from their families—no 
matter how many millions are spent on streamed-lined nurseries 
—will do as much as the enemy to defeat the cause for which the 
men are fighting .... the maintenance of our way of life. 

Calling the Christian home “America’s strongest bulwark of 
democratic liberties,” the resolution continued “It must be pro- 
tected at all costs if true Americanism is to survive. Reaching 
into homes to entice mothers away from their most precious 
occupants is a most damaging and lasting dis-service. It lacks 
reason and appears like treason to the American philosophy of 
life.” The Catholic leaders further maintain “It is hysteria or 
alien ideas that would induce America to squander its none too 
spiritual resources only to find itself reverting, after victory, 
into the same ideologies and practices which have made other 
countries the enemies of our American way of life.” 

Some of these Catholic remarks are obviously aimed at Rus- 
sian attitudes on the subject. Before entirely condemning this 
Catholic conservatism, remember that many of Russia’s experi- 
ments in putting more women in industry and raising children 
in state nurseries have been abandoned because, first, they didn’t 
work, and second, they defeated their own purpose. Must Amer- 
ica go through some of these same painful experiments that have 
proved to be impractical in Russia? Only recently the WPA 
allocated another $6,000,000 for nurseries to care for 50,000 chil- 
dren so that thousands of additional women will be available for 
war production jobs. This is in addition to the 1250 different 
nurseries the WPA already operates. 

And some of these Catholic protests pointedly mean the wom- 
en’s auxiliary organizations attached to the army and navy 
which have been receiving so much official publicity. Here too 
the Catholics have a case worth thinking about. The basis of 
their attack is upon the dangerously accelerated trend to- 
ward a pseudo-sophisticated military camaraderie between the 
sexes, involving drinking and the inevitable moral disintegra- 
tion resulting from total disruption of normal designs of life in 
war times. This has already caused great concern among Eng- 
lish spiritual leaders as they have witnessed alarming develop- 
ments there. 

All American women would approve the sentiments of the 
Catholic resolution when it says that ‘“‘American women will be 
ready to answer the call if our government is in need of their 
services.” The question that seems most important is how to use 
the services of these women without taking them away from 
young families. There are millions of women who are not re- 
sponsible for small children .. . . these of course should serve 
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and are serving in certain kinds of war jobs, but it is risky to 
experiment glibly with the lives of young children and young 
women. 

For women in their homes there are other types of work.... 
not the least important of which is holding together the pattern 
of life for which the men are fighting. There are neighborhood 
work rooms where women can go and work for a convenient 
period each day or where they can go for piece work to take 
home. This contribution to the war effort should not be dis- 
couraged by the contrast of false glamor in the lure of other 
types of war work. 


Other leaders besides the Catholic organizations have seen the 
pitfalls ahead. The Child Study Association and the Committee 
for the Care of Children in Wartime have made a nation-wide 
survey and found example after example of situations where 
children are left entirely without care or supervision all day 
either to roam around neighborhoods which often lack even a 
park or playground, or to go home to an empty house to play 
while their mothers are at work. In some places it required 
police interference to stop the practice of leaving small children 
locked in automobiles and elsewhere, according to the report 
of the Committee for the Care of Children in Wartime, “the 
youngsters had been swarming around the factory entrance an 
accident hazard, and a morale threat to their working mothers.” 

Establishing thousands of public nurseries won’t solve the 
problem and it shouldn’t while there are so many women without 
young children who are either idle or contributing to the war 
effort through organizations that spend more energy on the 
social aspects of the situation than on plain, grim work. 


More on Utility Racketeering _, 

The big electrical manufacturing companies are in cahoots 
with more than 100 public utilities companies to hold back fluor- 
escent lighting according to charges by John W. Walker, of the 
anti-trust division of the Department of Justice. The reason 
they don’t want the public to have fluorescent lighting is simply 
that it consumes less electric current than incandescent light- 
ing... a viewpoint which doesn’t jibe with the desperate need 
our government stresses for civilian conservation of electrical 
power. 

In other words, the nation could save from a third to a half 
on electric current bills, but the utilities wouldn’t like that. The 
immediate occasion of the talk now is a suit seeking to stop 
the leading independent manufacturer of fluorescent lamps from 
manufacturing this type of lamps. The suit came when General 
Electric failed to bring this independent manufacturer under its 
control. Mr. Walker testified that utilities such as General Elec- 
tric and Westinghouse Electric, are ordinarily independent of 
each other except for certain holding company groups, but that 
they can and often do act together in matters of common in- 
terest. Right now they are seeking, by charges of patent in- 
fringements, to get absolute control of the new industry so they 
can operate it in conformity with their own interests. And their 
interests aren’t on the side of lamps of appliances that con- 
sume less current ... even now in war time when a conserva- 
tion of electrical energy would help the war production program. 





